moval necessary. In other cases, the cutting edge of the incisors of the superior maxilla come in contact with the posterior surface of the lower gums, producing great irritation, and this, usually results in ulceration?when this takes place, the teeth must necessarily become loose in their sockets.
The above named deformity may depend either upon the anomalous direction, anteriorly, of the incisors of the lower maxilla, whilst those of the upper are in a regular and correct position;
or the teeth of the superior maxilla may incline so much inwardly as to be quite behind the circle of the lower jaw. It is a matter of great importance to distingush between these two irregularities; and this can only be done by a very careful examination, which must take place in early youth; for in later years, when the teeth are fully grown, the constant pressure to which they have been subjected will have changed their original positions, and make the first cause, or starting point, exceedingly difficult to ascertain. If it is found, that the deformity consists in the protrusion of the lower teeth, which is not unfrequently the case, even if those instances ar.e excepted in which pressure is produced upon the teeth by hard tumors under the tongue, and which force them beyond the upper dental arch; it is advisable, in the first place, to direct our operations principally to the deviating organs. For the attainment of his purpose, the dentist must, after the' removal of the cause, or complication of causes, which may be the occasion of the irregularity, commence his operations upon the lower dental arch, by the same means which I have heretofore recommended, for the correction of deformities in the teeth of the superior maxilla ; namely, the direct pressure, the plates, the bars, and ligatures.
When the latter are adopted, they must be attended to carefully, and their action modified and regulated to the indications of the case. When the lower teeth are in a normal position, and the upper show the inclination to fall behind the former, circumstances must guide the choice of means, used to correct the deformity. To be continued.
